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Woven from the inspiration of the bold faith of the Society of Mary and the Ursuline Sisters’ 
understanding that authentic education requires formation in faith and values, Villa Angela-St. 
Joseph High School traces its heritage to long before 1990 when the merged school was formed.

For more than 142 years, the educating, nurturing and empowering of students to develop to their 
greatest potential has led students to succeed, to inspire  and to be active agents of positive change 
in an ever-evolving world. As early as 1878, when Villa Angela Academy welcomed students in 
the City of Cleveland, the students were immersed in the “Ursuline Way” … academic excellence, 
emphasis on the individual, women as leaders, community and bondedness, service and social 
consciousness, embracing change and spirituality.

As post-WWII exploded demand for Catholic education, the Diocese of Cleveland, with the 
sponsorship of the Society of Mary, opened St. Joseph High School in 1950 … offering a 
comprehensive Catholic education. Marianist education embraced providing an integral, quality 
education, education for faith formation, family spirit, service, justice, peace and the integrity of 
creation.

Together, their core values are strengthened and thriving as we meet the challenges of today.

Since 1990, Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School has fostered the core values of both of its founding 
orders: education, service, justice and diversity. The school is strong with students, faculty and staff 
committed to the mission that is rooted in faith, committed to family and dedicated to building 
the future. While we embrace our rich roots, we envision our promises to those who follow us: To 
continue our mission as a Catholic, comprehensive college-preparatory high school rooted in the 
Ursuline and Marianist traditions and committed to the spiritual, academic and personal growth of 
each student.

These are the promises we make to future generations.  

Though there are considerable issues in 2020, our commitment to current and future students 
remains unwavering. In an effort to continue to thrive in the Collinwood-Euclid community, a 
task force of experts and supporters engaged in a year-long study of the school’s challenges and 
identified four essential components that must be addressed to ensure our promises are kept.  

WE PROMISE:
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Scholarships: $2 million

To ensure educational access for more students, an increased financial assistance fund will help 
parents in need to significantly offset tuition costs. It is anticipated that approximately 200 additional 
students for the next eight years will benefit from this promise.

This educational investment will allow parents to ensure their child(ren) are growing in a supportive 
and safe learning environment that has a 100% graduation and 95% college admission rate. The 
fund’s purpose is to promise new students a four-year education that supplements their parents’ 
financial commitment by easing the burden of tuition and providing a stellar education. Relieving the 
financial weight for parents will allow their child(ren) to stretch, to learn and to succeed now and in 
the future. Education is the critical element for life-time success … and this initiative will help parents 
to transform the lives of their children.

21st-Century Learning Environment: $2 million

It is essential for students to be prepared for global influence as they journey toward their career 
path. State-of-the-art technology, classrooms designed for collaborative learning, creative thinking 
and problem solving, and reimagined STEM and Arts Labs will prepare students for success in 
college and future careers. A climate control system that is comfortable, effective and efficient is 
essential in today’s buildings. An updated physical environment also serves as an attraction during 
the admissions process, as today’s students are looking for schools that prepare them for the future, 
while providing safe, modern and temperature-controlled learning spaces.

The vision for a 21st-century learning environment includes a heating and cooling system that 
adapts to the temperature needs of each individual classroom. Because of the age of the building, 
significant new infrastructure will be necessary to incorporate this effective and efficient climate 
system.

A 21st-century classroom also conforms to collaborative learning and student participation.  
Therefore, new furniture will be modular and adapt to student discussion groups, teamwork and 
project cooperation. Added new technologies will also support student learning to prepare them for 
the future.

Collectively, these improvements will promise students are learning in a physical environment that 
support the skills necessary to engage and compete in a global economy.
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Safe and Secure Entrances: $1 million

Safety continues to be a concern at all schools from both uninvited visitors and a pandemic like 
COVID-19. It is critical to monitor access to the premises, and the new student atrium at the rear of 
the school and redesigned front entrance will allow for such needed surveillance and protection. 

The facelift for the entrances also reinforces to the community VASJ’s commitment to an educational 
institution that will be enduring. The additional investment in the rear entrance, further improving 
safety, will provide a welcoming space for student gathering and an attractive addition to the facility.  
Both of these entrances are intended to modernize a 70-year-old building and be an appealing 
presence on the VASJ campus, further demonstrating VASJ’s long-term promise to the community 
and education.

Energy-Efficient Windows and Upgraded Architecture: $500,000

Contributing to the learning environment, and supporting a new HVAC system, new windows 
will add to the efficiency and effectiveness of a climate-controlled learning environment. Since 
the building is 70 years old, it has windows that date back to its origin. They not only hamper 
temperature control but also are visually unappealing. Replacing the windows with new architectural 
design will add the promise of a positive aesthetic to the building and also enhance the renovation 
of the front and rear entrances.  

Our promises for the future are real. A campaign to achieve the fundraising goal of $5.5 million is 
launching. We will be keeping our promises.


